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. 'The Glary of the New Covenant. a 


r Any and divers are the maniſebtations of he Love arid wa 


I 2 one degree to another he openeth himſelf according 


tothe good pleaſure of his will, and alſo according to the pre- 


'parednels and fitneſs that the heart is in to receive him 3.for al- 
though it be in his pleaſure to manifeſt, and meaſure forth the 
Riches of. his grace and love unto a people, yet he doth not do 
it beyond cheir preſent capacity, in which he beho]ds them in 


| a preparedneſs and ficnels to joyn unto him, and receive him, 


for he well knoweth and underſtandeth, that there is a part in 
man which would.abuſe his Gifeg, if it could compaſs them to 
ic ſelf;- and therefore he withholdeth che manifeſtations of-.his 
love and grace from that part, and doth never anſwer.it by nja- 
nifeſting or meaſuring forth any thing of his love unto, ic, for he 
hath determined to famiſh that part to death, that the txue 
hunger of the true birth may openly breath unto him,. and re- 
ceive ſatisfaftion in him : : for though chat part which is of che 
fleſh, may catch ac ſomething whichunto the poor is maniſeſted, 
yer it can never compals the gift it ſelf, for thatis ever withheld 
from it, as being unworthy to be intruſted with ſuch an excel- 
lent Treaſure; and ic can never attain unto any higher degree 


_ of what is manifeſted from God unto the true birth, then to be- 
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grace of God, wherein he is willing to ſhew-forth-the : 2 
Riches of his Mercy in bis own kindnels, and'from © 2 


have given to the Slaughter, and bath ſaved the-worſer pare 
alive, and are ſet. down art eaſe init, and o they have erred 
from that of God in them, by waich he prepares and fits the 
heart to receive him in his own way, and the-glory of theic 
Reſt is but as a fading flower which to day is excellent in its 
ſhew, and to morrow paſſeth away, and 15 no more; and this 
4s not the glory of the New-and Everlaſting Covenant, wherein 
the God of Love and Peace is all unto his Children: For a'new 
Heart will | give them, faith the Lord, and a new —_— I will 
put into them, and I will be their God, and they (hall be-my 
people. Mark, Here the Lord prepares a new heart, and a new 
Spirit, which according to thepreparednels and ficnels, is only 
\ In aTapacity to receive him in the manifeſtations of his Love, 
Grace, and Mercy ; which being received into that heart and 
Spirit which God prepareth, he then becomes their God thar 
ſo Receives him, and they become his people in his own Cove- 
nant; and this is the paſſage from Death to Life, when the Law 
hath had ies full force in the old heart to condemn the fleſh, . 
with all the motionsof it; and ſoit is a miniſtration that is 
- Glorious, though ir be a miniſtration of Condemnation, foraſ- 
' much as it makes way for the Rifing of che Seed in which there 
is a better hope 4 through which: miniftration all muſt paſs be- 


1 © Fore they be prepared and ficted to receive the love and grace 


of God : For when the Law hath hadits full forceupon the old 
Man, and hath condemned the firſt Adams finful fleſh, then is 
the way prepared for the ſecond Adam to manifeſt his, life in 
his quickning Spirit; and there the new Birth comes to be 
born, which hath a new heart, and anew Spirit, and is in a 
capacity to receive the Love and Grace of God ; and fo Grace 
and Truth comes. by Jeſus Chriſt, who fulfils the Lay inevery 
. point, and cauſfeth the adminiſtration of Condemnation to ceaſe, 

and brings in the miniſtration. of Righteouſneſs that far ex- 
ceeds it'in Glory. . And here the New Covenant comes into 
its place by the Reſurre&ion of the Seed, and in the Seed the 
glory of it doth far exceed the: glory of the firſt Covenant ; 
| and there the good thing is come, -unto which the ſhaddow 
pointed, 'the Subſtance come, the Life come, the Everlaſting 
glory come, - and a ſure Defence ftretched oyer it. Alas 58 
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deep Captivity,and ſuch have kept back that which they ſhould- ; 
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the Reft chat is Pure, and never was Polluted ; and who are 


entered into it, they labour no more in their own works, but, 


are now Created in Chriſt Jeſus, who worketh all for them, 
and in his ſtrength they are able to do all things ; for he hath * 


-quickned them in his life, and in his life they are zealous of ; 


ood Works; and who are come into this quickning power and * 
life of Chriſt, they are truly in their Reft, for their own works 
are all ceaſed, and they are ceaſed unto them, -and yet they . 
labour in the Holy Calling whereunto he calls them; for as he. 
gives them life, ſo in.his life they have motion, and in the , -* 


- motion of his life,they do all things according to his Will: and : 


this is the Work in the New Covenant, Not according to the 
Works of the Old, for then it was ſaid, Do this and Live : .But* | 
now it isſaid, Live, and do whatſoever I command you, _ 
this is true lave manifeſted unto him, when that is done'whic 


iscommanded by him; for by the power and virtue of his Life 


received, there is ſtrength given to do thoſe things that are 


-well pleafing in his fight; and who are come into this Covenant 


of love and life, they are more a&ive indoing what his pleafure 7 
1s to have done, then when they were labouring and working 
in the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs of the Fleſh, and ſo the 
glory of the New Covenant doth far exceed the glory of the Old. 
Foraſmuch as the Life is Riſen, and the Righteouſnelſs'thereof 
Revealed, which is the good thing unto which the firſt Cove- 
nant pointed ; and it doth not deſtroy any good works which- : 
God hath ordained, but quicknerch more into them, and maketh _? 
more zealous'of them, and the new heart, and the new ſpiric- 
is more fervent to ſerve the Lord, being that life is come 
which quickneth in ſervice,and in which the ſervice is accepred;; 
And this is the birth that is Redeemed from under the Law, 
and thadervice of ir, to ſerve God in Newnels of Spirit under - 
his Grace, in which it is approved and accepted; for as no 
fleſh living under the Law can be Juſtified, ſo no Innocent Babe 
that is. under Grace is condemned, but all its works and 
ſervices are reckoned for Righteouſneſs, and are Bleſſed, And 
here is the riches of grace, by which Redemption is perſefed, * 
and who ſhall lay any thing co the charge of this Birth? Who : 
ſhall ſay thou art to ceaſe from ſervice and labour, . when the - 


life hath quickned into ſervice, and __—_ labourin the won ; 
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” of theGo 
- -+ who woul , . R 
-- " not feel the weight of the harveft in that life which once ſaid, 


« 9 ſurely ſach would not have the harveſt gathered, 


the Lord of theHarveſt,that he would ſend forth painful labour- 
ers into kis Harveſt. Here was labour & ſervice to be done for the 
gathering of che har yeſt,& ſurely it is as great at this day as eie ; 
they that fee! che weight of ic in the life, they cannot ſay to the 
'trueLa! ourers, your ſervice is over,& that your labor isin vain, 
& you are to ceaſe from it. Oh no,they-pray chat theLord of the 
Harveſt would fend forth more painful Labuurers for the help & 

- furtherance of the ot ksfor it is a day » herin much ſervice hath 
been done for God, and all the farchful improvestheir diligence 
to ſerve the Lord, and one another, for they are in tie Love, 
3nd the Grace, and the Mercy, and cherein they are ready and 

- Willing to ferve the Seed in all not by ſpeaking their own words, 
but in and by the word of the Lord; and this 1s the day of the 
' Lerd, and not the day of man, for the Lord is all in ic, and his 
ſervants ſerve him,and their reward ts with them ; theſe drinks 
.at the living ſprings, and ont of cheir bellies flowes Rivers of 
living water 3 for as they are in Covenant with God, and' pars 
takers ofhis Divine nature, even ſo they communicate the vir- 
cue of it tothe refreſhing of the weary, and to the reviving of 
all the tender plants, and herein their fervice ſtands for -God, 
-and anſwers ta the righteous life in every Conſcience, and they 
cannot ceaſe from their labour, being thac God hath intruſted 
them with the work of the Goſpel, and they dare not do it neg- 
ligently, much leſs throw it by careleſly, and they: that would 
”  haveir (o, or can do fo, did yet never know the neceffity of thac 
 . work igid upon them, but cameforth in a froward fpiric which 
* . Judgement purſted, in the feeling of which, they conclude the 
E. ſameunto all, and where Judgement hath overtaken any in this 
place, and that they are ſenſible of cheir own het, ic is ſafe for- 

” ſuch coceaſe from that labour, and to wait in humility for the 
_ -rifing of che life, that they in the ſame may be diſpoſed to ſerve 
* -theLord; for whoſoever hath flepped forth haſtily into this 
- great work, they will afſuredly feelJudgment to overtake them ; 
for theliving God is zealous of his glory, and will not give it to 
-. another, for he is riſen in the Glory of his-own Covenant, and 
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have the workmen ceaſe from their labour, they do”. 


The Harveſt isfgreat,& the labourers are bur few, pray ye therfore- 
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His Life is revealed in RighteSctneſs, and many there bethar” * 
are entred into it, and knows-it to be their Reſt; and though. * 
they have attainedthe excellent glory of this Righteous liſe, by 
the virtue of it's Reſurre&ion, and as to themſelves have reſt | 
; and peace in it, yet they are conſtreined-to ſeek the good of o- 
l thers, and co labour in the life of their Reſt, to bring othersto 
Relt with them, for the greater part of the, work is yer bghind, - 
” though much there be already done, and therefore whilſt it is 
day, it:schetine to work, that what is yet behind may be ful- * 
. filled; for it 1s certainly believed, that the ſame power which 
did begin the work, will in due time accomplich it, and in the 
mean time it proſpers to the joy of all that faithfully labour in 
It, and this is the work of the New Covenant which is glorious, . 
and doth far exceed the glory of the work of the firft Covenant; 
forasmuch as the work of the firſt Covenant, was in the weak - 
nels and unprofitablene(s of the fleſh, but the work of the New 
Coyenant is in the power and life of the ſpirit, and fo the ſer- - 
viceofthe New Covenant 15 a free fervice through theRedemp- - 
tion that 1s in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath brought life and immor- 
cality colight by che glorious Reſurre&ion of his heavenly pow- | 
_ er, under which the babes firs down as under a ſhade, and 


habitations with Joy, and everlaſting Peace; and ſo the true 
Vine is come, and the fitting down under it, is known amongſt - 
the heirs of liſe, wha 1ejoyces together in the unity and peace 

chat they have in him, and willingly ſerves the Lord, and one * 
another in fingleneſs of heart, and therefore every one is to 
| watch in the light of the Covenane, thac none may looſle-the 
2 guide of their youth, for who loofes that, -doth certainly looſe ' 
their way,and never comes co the purchaſed pofleſſion of the hea» - 

_ venly Inheritance that is in Chriſt Jeſus, but ſatisfies themſelves 
, with ſome apprehenfions and applications of what they have be- - 
held a far of, and ſothe guide being loſt, the way is loſt, and the * 

inheritance loſt,and then there is a fitting down in aReſt appre- 

hended, ſhert of the reſt that is purchaſed ; and here the fleſh is 
at eaſe,and the will at liberty,through which che mind is tofſed, + 

and the Righteous li'e heavily burdened. o 

New, who comes to wait in the light of the Coyenant, with - 
that to be guided, they ſee their way and are preſerved; andfo . 
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knows the Government upon his ſhoulders, and-he fills their © * 


E. "the cliildren walks'together in the unity and peace of the Cove- 
- , Nant, and the dreadofthe Lord is before them, and the Croſs 
. 1s delightful to them,and whatſoever they cake up the Crols un- 
- ' to, they have ſtrength given to bear ir in the patience, and fo 
'_, the firſt nature cones to be crucified, and life, and immortalicy | 
+ comes to be raiſed, in which the glory of che New Covenant is ; 
Revealed and Exalted, and all that are born and brought forth 
, Inthislife, they are truly prepared and fitted to receive the love 
and grace of God, and he doth 'not withhold any good hing 
- +  fromthem; for as they are born of him, even ſo they live by 
-- Him, and alwayes depends upon him for the renewings of his 
: Mercy, that they inthe ſame may renew their ſtrength to follow 
{ — him faithfully-and innocently, in the way which he prepareth 
> for them, and whatſoever they do, they do it in the Fathers 
Will, and ſeeks his glory alone. Therefore all ye firft-born of 
God; who are riſen from the dead, and have received the love 
and grace of the Father, andlives and abides in the Covenant 
of his Mercy, proclainy his meffage' to the ends of-the earth, 
. ſeek the diſperſed, gather the ſcattered, raife up the dead, re- | 
vive the hope of Iſrael, that the captives may rejoyce at your | 
* Voice, andche poor may be glad at your Meſſage; keep in the 
* Heavenly authority of the life, and then you will underſtand | 
when the word of the Lord comes upon you, and when rhe mel= 
. _ ſage of life riſes in you, and when the Fountaine opens to. ifſue 
_* Forth ir's vircue, then will the freſh ſtreams run-thorow you, as 
water. from a ſpring, and all the thirſty will draw near unto 
you through the ſweetneſs of that favour. . 
© Ohyedearbrethren in the Everlaſting Covenant, how beau- 
tiful are your feet that never turned aſide from the way of peace, 
bar have faichfully followed tlie Lord in the leadings of his life, 
and willingly ſerved him in fingleneſs of your heares, you are 
> well known in the Family of the Righteons, and your names 
cannot be rooted out; all the Virgins are in love with you, and 
- they cannot be drawn from you, becanſe your innecency re- 
- . mains with you, and the'heivenly wiſdom refts upon you, in 
which your memory ſtands for ever, for from the beginning ye 
>. have faithfully laboured in the work of the Lord, and ye behold 
& * . the fruit of your labour with joy and peace: Oh, the brotherly 
 * kindneſs of my deareſt loye is alwayes with you, and in the ſame 
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ſpirit of life I travel even as SEAS that Iſrael may be'gather- - 
ed and eſtabliſhed for ever; and in this labour and travail of the _:; 
ſpirtt, we have a ſure ſeal that God is with us, and that his pow- 
erin ns doth accompliſh his own work to his own-glory.: There- 
fore let all thatenters into this labeur in this day, feel the weight 
of it 111 that life & power which is able to carry it on, and prof 
per it unto a ft] perfe&ion; for afſuredly it is a fervice of which 
it may be ſayed, Who is ſufficient for it, or who is able to ac- 
compliſh ſuch a weighty work? And I know as the weighty life 
is felc, it will keep all inthe pure fear, and in adeep confidera- 
tion of what any are called unto, and fo the life will not be 0- 
verrun in haſt, but will keep the forward part in the Croſs, and 
by it's power, make it's own paſſage for the ſtreams of its vertue 
to run according to it's pleaſure; and who keeps in the ſenſe 
and feeling of this living Miniftration in themſelves, they will 
certainly gather the minds of others to be ſenfible of the ſame, . 
in the feeling of it, and fo atrue birth will be begotfen, in the. 
life, and born of the life, and nouriſhed with the life,. and then 
the unity will beheld and not broken ; for the life is the coard 
that bindeth up in it's ſelf, and placeth every Member in it's _ 
- Office, to ſerve one another in love; therefore let the weight 
of this ſervice be deeply conſidered by all who are called unto 
ſervice this day, and do not preſume one above another, . but 
rather prefer one another; -for if the mind puff up in preſump- 
tion, the life is loſt, and then the words will not profie, though 
in themſelves they may be true; and there is the occaſion given 
whereby many offences riſes, and that is not the ſervice of the 
New Covenant, nor doth not exale the.glory of it; and what 
may. be performed. by ſuch afervice, it doth not further the 
work of God, but rather hinders it, for ſomething of the fleſb 
will be ready to boaſt and glory in-it,- which is not good :. So 
let all who have received a gift to Miniſter, and are but youn 
in the exerciſe of it, be watchful in their, Calling, that. through 
diligence in the life, they may perfe&ly underſtand che work 
ſet before them, and not to be haſty41n any thing, but according 
"to the neceſlity ſaid ypon them. by the living power, ſo.to anſwer 
the Lord faithfully, and ſerve him with reverence and godly 
fear, and then all occafions of offence will:be excluded, and the 
life alone will be exalted, and that is the true ground of w _ 
Ent whic 
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the heavenly wiſdom, where all the babes rejoyce in-unicy, un- 


der the reigning power of the Lamvs Authority: + | 

- Andnow ye dear children of the Kingdom,and heirs of Life, 
dwell and abide 11 that power which hath quickned you, and 
. made you alive to God, and there you will truly feel your pre- 


 , ſervation and ſafety, aid as there ye fit, you will indeed favour 


.the things that be of God, and thole that be of man,' and yo1 
cannot reje& the ſavonr of that which proceed from the nature 
of chelife where ye are (er down, bur will receive it into your 
| habications with gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart,and be refreſh- 
.ed and comforted by the living vertue that ye ſavour init, and 
. therefore fit in the power of God,and feel that to be your own, 
and that will never ſcatter you into theland of Famine,bur will 
- prEErve' yot," and keep you in the freſh ſence of the heavenly 
ſpring both in your ſelves and others, and unto this have all 
- the faichfull laboured to gather you,and it is not another thing 
. that hath been preached amongſt you by the truth of the Go- 
ſpel, and therefore cleave unco it as your firſt love,and then the 
-meſſage of cruth in the life of cruth,will be as ſweet and ſavoury. 


unto you as ever, and fo the everlaſting (pring of heavealy ver-' 


.tue afid conſolation will be kept openamongſt you,and the love 
.and life of good will plentifully abound in you, and therein the 
freſhne(s-of your love wiil be encreaſed unto God, and one to 


.another, and his bleſſing will there fall upon you, as ſhowers of - 


moiſture upon the thirſty ground. | | 
.** Therefore afſemble your ſelves ye children, afſemble in the 
power of the moſt high, and wait upon God in the dread of his 
power, fo will his glory cover you,and reſt upon you forever. 

_ Many Exhorcations of this nature have been unto you from 
ſeveral brethren,and therefore no further neceſlity is layed upon 
me in this particular, then to ſtir up your pure, minds by way of 
remembrance, chat ye cleave unto,” and hold faſt that which you 


” 


have received of God, whoſe gift is Eternal life. Peace be with _ - 


you, and-amongſt you all for evermore, Amen. 
_"Notcingham County Goal, | 
the 3. Menth, 1664. 


THE END. 
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